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A LE'I".l.'ER ABOUT MILL CLOSE MINE IN 1918 

The ?o:;.:'.owing letter was passed :.:-onnJ. t.he men at Mill 
C:i.on� Mine iZI 1�18, It har. been pe.ssed on· t·o the 
er).:J.to1· lly Mr John M!llwood of' Wiru!ter. 

G-entleruen, 

.As iustruotad by 1lr Lee o-.a b0!1cl.f' of' <tb'!I Derbyshire Miners' 
Aseod.a:tion, :,: v:l.s::.t.id th·s !r!ill Close Lead Mine, DB.?"lay Dale ou 
�t!'3sday �.!!e :!nci Oc·i;ober, Md Vled."1esday 3rd October·, and inspected the 
p:S.ces ill i)iapute, :is seen by your delegate e.nd the Minister of 
P!-oduction' s Br,,?.nae1·, Mr Collins, I preeWl!fld from :L'li'ormation that 
r we.s idloweil to vi.s:l.t t!'le ;iJ.e.oes mentioned without :::-eoognition of 
Mr Collizls, t�e f}overnment Engineer, e.:ad th•a M:i.!lla Ag�ts, and therefore 
unable to dli:l!:e.�10. e.:16. peruse the World.r..g Co;;;ts AoooU!'it, oeles of 
co.a.cent;;'f.·i:G<l orss, msthods of cleaning ar10. oonoa'ltrat� ng on the surface, 
whether efficient �..nd up-to-date or othernis�. 

The ::·olJ.owing brj.ef l'e>port is ths1•efora ::"rom ·parsone.1 
oOsa�vatio� a�� siZtL�g of convarsations between th3 active parties 
(?O!loerneid, a.nc', li\Y p,r-sone.l pract'ical k:-1owledge of general mining 
co::,.di tions. 

lt&1r�Y. and peculiar met.hods of Pa.i�.na�ts, old servants, 
and len11th of sa::-vioe, patty jealousiss, antl other matters i.'lcidenta.l 
to an olir fsi!tily wi.11e are very much the ea.me, espeoie.lly in places 
whethe::- ofoer !Aines foi' work ara not avP.i:;.able to men with a g:·ievanoe, 
ce.usi::,g SJ.,:l.rite<l minare. to think a goo1 cl.enl, s.e.y 110�:hir:g, and lose 
ett:"oiBilOJ'• �'hese �tters y·ou will 1'o a1ve.rs cf·, a!ld it is useless. f'or•
me to ae..;r �o:�ie o:i t.h.c, subjaot. 

' 

.'l,!i!t .• �NE '1:h:i.s is a- sy.stem of' x-ake ve�.ns, pip;;s, and 
f1.ssu:·es opom.:ii:: out bto smell and large or,vi·�ir:,s ri=ing out in a!J. 
·iii·�ot'iom, and inclinations, tha general body of. o:·e rre.ki.>1g above the
he.rd limestone floors a.t the 70 fathom level, e.n<l outtin.g out above at
the j a,_:• L.n , � ·.�e ,1ck bed, the Mills�· ,m.,. eri t series beir,,g
immediately above,

The pipe veins appear as horizontal e,i;pa?,aions, rwming frcm 
one rake vein to another in the neighbourhood, a.>:l.:l in 'th5 past open out 
into sma.ll and large caverns, which a1·e rich a.;1a. nr•s li.i:.ed; and. 
soffietii.lg,a f'illad. "·�.-��!1 m:J.n�ra..l n:atter, which f"o1•"·1� 't.116 ma'!;?."ix of the ore 
- :·n.l.ana., bJ.enO.·.a, '.oo.i·y-:;es, Fluor Spa:-, c�.l.c-s;;ia.., .. , Pyrites, Limestone,
Cls..v· etc.
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The general country rock is limestone, with intrusions of 
Toadstones,. and from the walls of the country the ore is easily 
broken, the matrix being tough and not hard. 

I noticed in particular the length and width at various 
points, the manner in which the ore terminates and ramifies, and the 
order in which the matrix and ore are crusted or formed; also the 
fragments of rock and ore, blende, etc. found mixed in the cavities, 
and the nature of its adherence to the walls of country rock, 

The decomposition of the rock leading to a cavity, and its 
impregnation of metallic particles of blende, galena and pyrites, and 
also the course of a series of cavities from rich ground to a mere 
thread, and from mere threads and small leaders to rich cavities; a 
host of other details I was unable to note, not having full authority 
to go deeply into all details. 

The general run of good ore showing in the mine at present 
is not good, or really poor, but moderate, It must not be forgotten 
that this system of mining is speculative, and that the miner cannot 
see beyond the blow of his pick or the depth of his drill, a fact 
which is applicable to both man and master. 

I am now of opinion, after carefully thinking over the 
matter and noting many phases of cavities and leaders, that leaders 
point to cavities, and rich ground as well as poor, and that in the 
speculative nature of the ground there is fair scope without bias or 
feeling in the matter from either side, for bargains to be let 
as follows:-

Barga.ins. 1st. 
2nd, 
3rd. 
4th, 

5th, 

Bateman's, north and south in oavity. 
H.Bargh's place; Ingman's Coy - wet hole
Moseley's; under big lumps.
Goodall's Drive; beginning on leader,
Taylor's section.
Baum's Drive; to open out on promising
leader, and stl pe to Black Bed.

30 men breaking and loading; plus waggoners. 

EFFICIENCY. Horses should be installed on 70 fathom levels, 
and waggoners put on loading and waggoning to ore pass, 

Old customs and expectation must die out; petty jealousies 
and pent-up feelings also, and I must impress upon you that each and 
every man must put out all his best work and skill for all parties 
concerned, and it would be better for your officials and delegate to 
impress this thoroughly upon the workmen at a mass meeting, 

REMARKS. Bateman's Coy, Ore pass should be cut to bottom 

-

Dow
nlo

ad
ed

 fr
om

 w
ww.pd

mhs
.co

m



:: 

377 

level. 

Be,rgh1 s place, Ingmsn' a Coy. follow water line, good prospect. 

Moseley's. Good ah011 or ore, leave atrt:t, or bridge in, S!l\9.11 
blocks more dangerous than large blocks. 

Ba1.U111 s Drive. Fair leaders at points in roof of drive, and 
every prospect of opening out to good ore. 

Goodall' s Drive. T03lor' s section; good leader of ore here, 
a..rid smoka would come out - bye - ver,tila:te with leak of compressed air. 

I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 

John Saxton 

A.I.M.M.,

M eJ.in Bridge Mining Engi_'leer. 
11 October, 1918 
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