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A IETTER AROUT MILL CIOSE MINE IN 1918

The foilowipg letter was passed ~ound the men at Mill
Clocs Mize 3m 1918, It has been pessed on to the
adltos by Mr John Millwood cf Winster.

L3

To tha Derbyshirs Winexs' Assccigtion

Gentlaiien,

As Zustructsé by Mr Les on bauslf of thm Derbyshire Miners'
Asconlation, T visitad ths M11l Close Lead Mins, Derisy Dale on
Tuvsscay the &ua October, end Wednesday >rd Octobsr, @mnd “inspscted the
piaces Lu (dapule, sz seen by jour delegete snd the Minister of
Production’s Bnginae:r, Mi' Collins. I presumsd.fyow’ Intormation that
I wes ellowed to visit the pleces mentioned withou? ecognitioa of
Mr Collins, the Government Engiinesr; end o3 Mivg Ageats, and therefors
unatole to dareuc 216 psruse the Workdng Coats\Aozount, selss of
concentiewtat orss, withods of cleaning ang eoncartrating on the surface,
whether eflclent gud up~to-dats or opheimiss,

The Zolloming bries resportyis therefore fro: p3rsonal
ovsarvevion arnd sifiing o convemsations tetwsan ths active parties
concyrned, snd Wy vereonel prgctical lowledgs off geavral mining
conditions.

tJSTORY, endigseuliar methods of payients, old sarvants,
and length of saervicé, pedly jealousise, snd othsr matters incidental
to an old ferily wine are very uuch the same, especially in places
whethexr othsr wings for werk ars not aveilatle to men with a grievance,
caueing spiritedaindre to think e goold deal, sey nothing, and lose
erficisncy. JShage tatters you will b awers of, and it is uselags fox
we to sar wor'y gn tus suvject.

LR MINE Thie is & system cf rake veins, pipss; and
$issunss Oponiny out into =mell end large cavitler uaiing out in 223
2ir'v@tdolis and Inclinations, the generai body o ore msking sbove the
herddimestone floors st the 70 fathom level, and cutiing out abcve &t
vhe L wction 27 the #lack bed, the %4llstons grit seriss being
iimmediately atove,

The pipe veins appear as horizontal expeusicns, runirg frei
one rake wvein +to another in the neighbourhood, sni in ihs pest open out
into small and large caverus, which are rich &io ars 2ined; end
cometines £111¥6. wivh hinerel mytter, which orug the malirix of the ors
- Galate, Hleuds, Taryiss, Fluor Sper, Cele-spex, Pyrites, Limestone,
C:‘.a(( etc-
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The general country rock is limestone, with intrusions of
Toadstones, and from the walls of the country the ore is easily
broken, the matrix being tough and not hard.

I noticed in particular the length and width at various
points, the manner in which the ore terminates and ramifies; and the
order in which the matrix and ore are crusted or formed; also the
fragments of rock and ore, blende, etc. found mixed in the cavities,
and the nature of its adherence to the walls of country rock.

The decomposition of the rock leading to a cavity, and its
impregnation of metallic particles of blende, galena and pyriies, @and
also the course of a series of cavities from rich ground to a mere
thread; and from mere threads and small leaders to rich cavitiess$)a
host of other details I was unable to note, not having full“authority
to go deeply into all details

The general run of good ore showing in the mine “at present
is not good, or really poor, but moderate. It must™not/ be forgotten
that this system of mining is speculative, and that“the miner cannot
see beyond the blow of his pick or the depth of hisedrill, a fact
which is applicable to both man and master.

I am now of opinion, after carefulldy thinking over the
matter and noting many phases of cavities and leaders, that leaders
point to cavities; and rich ground as well as poor, and that in the
speculative nature of the ground thereyis fair scope without bias or
feeling in the matter from either ‘side, for bargains to be let
as follows: -~

Bargains. 1lst. Bateman‘s, north and south in oavity.
2nd ~“\H.Baxrgh's place; Ingman's Coy - wet hole
3rd., Moseley's; under big lumps,

Lth.) Goodall's Drive; beginning on leader,
Taylor's section.

5th. Baum's Drive; to open out on promising
leader, and siope to Black Bed.

30 men breaking and loading, plus waggoners.,

EFFICIENCY. Horses should be installed on 70 fathom levels,
and wdggoners put on loading and waggoning to ore pass.

01d customs and expectation must die out; petty jealousies
and pent-up feelings also; and I must impress upon you that each and
every man must put out all his best work and skill for all parties
concerned, and it would be better for your officials and delegate to
impress this thoroughly upon the workmen at a mass meeting.

REMARKS. Bateman's Coy. Ore pass should be cut to bottom



level,
Bergh's place, Ingman's Coy. follow water line, good prospect.

Moselsy's, Good show or ore, leava strut, or bridge in, smll
blocks more dangerous than large blocks,

Bamm's Drive., Fair leaders at points in roof of drive, and
every prospect of opening out to good ore.

Goodall's Drive., Taylor's section; good leader of g¥e, ‘here,
and smoke would come out - bye ~ ventilate with leak of compressed air.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,

John Saxton

A TMLK, ,

Melin Bridge Mining) Engineer,
11 October, 1%i8





