
!u.ll. P6al .013r, lln€s 31sr. Soo,' !p.-r6-15e, d, arj

\56

"o 
roRx -axr sulmsl1rroN lii lmms

by

{.8. J.,Inson

Irbe obj€ct of Uris dttole ts to €iw6 the ftader
dodt drd tyle or FJnrns folklole tlat exiBted 411 ore! 3!1tatb uttl
soro foliy o! fifty y€ds a€o. I lrave rct, hmever, attenlted to corllile
e coDllete collectlon ot bellefst tn ssw€ra.l ldts of the cl]utaT, sch
as the soutr va1€s Valfeys, there has bed flch a €st qletrty of folrore
drit flle$tttion tbat xhole m1m€s xo d nafdly €uftice.

Since tbe Etd+tdteenth centwy Dost b€tets have d
@lrly du€ td tbe advaces in nirins tecbni$es erd ure comequelt tDp!@6d
safety in tl1e ni4es. iloEt m!€lEtltton based Won eents occrlnija

centred @und u:e @!e danseloug aslects of r$rtnA. Ior
lnstdc€, tn D$ysrtre the tuout or chole-dan! urde4rolrd ms often
tbou€ht to be inceasEd xh€n the reatndt Es clondy or dar!, ad nL l@y
uas of ndtain di!e$ xa]d rct eat st!one-8D611!:e ch
on'loas EdeleroEd
f,d& lot a6€c6nd th. shaft ln tne f,if,st case or the nonru as it Es
telidsd to be irl-fated. Eovwe!, 6oreore had to eo doh fi?st, ad
fo! tho6€ wno dld cxossed-fin{r€rs rere looked on as teins 1&rs.

vlon@ vere @ely alloved uidderoud; h nosi deas tney {ee
b611€red to 16ad to disasters. recorried eridelce of vorn rolklne tn
tne lines i€ rct, noy6v€!, dltficult to lind (ror iGtace 'crdldren in
lhe nin.s r34o-4 ., bv R,I.e!es, $a!1onat ,lus
cffirlf rs?/, a}]osrns woben ude!er@d).

In lct8 of I'la1es ald ln tb6 Mendtls lEad Eines
Es a EII lsrM onen. nrtu ras gerelally in ttle fon ot a 1lelt see
hoverils murd the llac€ whe!6 d adcidet 'onld occu, ard i! 60@
deas the teliel rmin€d Etil tb6 €uly trentle+n c6ntruy.

vLite creatEes lave alvaJ€ be€n s+riftcdt in al-l kids of
folkto!6. xox tft!&ce xbite rat6 xele consideled @sical ald a!6 sard
to lave oauBed the abaidoh.lt8 Been leavi.e thei!
reanle haur€ nndereaonid r€le irrolaht to o€d inlodilJ disasre.

In EoEt ldts or sritaiD wlristliia nrdes?onld }jsB eone solt ot
.igniricmce, arEy8 ulmEJ. It vas eE!€clally d1s1lked by the lead
btnd &d *s saiit to call the dwil dd cause loof fa11s. h
@utnEhhe 1t Es oftBn consideleil a si3n or fed, atrrd in nevo4 dd

con€ll it ms nuse€rly aJrd irweFltl. ln Delbrsbl.rg it ras b€1i€eed
to drla€ th€ ore ayay. soth nodm 4inerE @d oav€ls 1n s6ne ldts re
stl11 slelstltlouE of {nlstltn8 uldds?onrdr

!! lrtErestina as!6ct tu thEt of untury days dd slecla1
ocoaoions, Plolably the Eo3t rldely iolM of th€3e ms cood &iday,

to lrave closod .s late as Ur€ edry t{enti€tn
oontuly, fo! f€d of dtsas suo]l as at !!adre]l h
nerbyB]rlJe, the Elft!6 rdlil not Ao rnite4Toud tnt }ere !!e!ed to mrk
on ure Nfa.e at the nine. rh.ts apoBtrttor Fobably r€d to all
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IlidayB belu oonBideled u!.hotqr in sone eeaB, ad helce the da€rs'

n:ddayn !.forsit onk to lYlday lrt!. rhe day of r€staitua work at
fte nine atte e lolid4v ea6 oongideled uluclv, thts lrolably betn8

n+ner trra s4erstilion, as lsk or activtty in the
M6 ofton led .dth.lovdenr dd rcor dr.s (p" bN
hffv-.3 cd o b.rlc drv ool)

It xas olter not oston:f,y rair daF, thonsrr
obce a€aft, this xas lot 60 Nclt a lelstltlon lut €t]le! a xlsh to l2ve
a s.od ttre. [h€ decision to sto! volk on c]r days ras !su11J that
of tre ninen ntner tha r ai Br-/Il?llm, ca@trremhile
th6 dect6lon is ldod to lav€
ston€ tn the airj ir it cofts dlrm a8ain, xer1l s! ortlr

otler ndrcrq' days inclded Neq Yed3 Day, Ioocents Dry, dd
sira4ely enowh, {!Ii1 2d in lats ot Valea. In nladvelI, !e!tysIi!e,
Dtnds votld leave half a caidle blmtna tor tbe old nd on cr:rtst@s
Eve. thonsh +l1e &asm fd tt is not o1ea.

Event6 occute thl1st tlawellt4 io the mibes e€re nueloft.
r'Ieetbs a voIIE on th€ vz.t' to ro* raB @ c@o! belief of il1-lrck i4
ftsl3rd ad scotl3ld, a einile beliet beirs beld ty fiahener, ftig
Eulelstltld, h46ver, dled ort iluina th€ rint vo
vent to {o* in the tecto!1€s ed vele boud to soe nlnels €dly tn tne
noni.ar In unsnaf nrnury event jn the Iolth f,a6t ot lnslard, ald
orc tIat ]86 been confimod bt d lafomt, €s the neetine oJ a !i6
ob Ure xay to ure ninel

fteie de ruiouB bell€fs conc€rn.lne black .ais ard dogs crossina
de's latrl, seen€ croys, the lith€a,e etc.
Tno dovo €s ofta a lrecusor or death; allaertr_y or
disaBters at llebredaoh, Sen€b€n\ydd and lrolfa co111ede6, t frock

wln)go:disastelin
tbe ltldlalr&; El4ild sulslstttioft, sch as t]le cxy of the slld€n
!1@er, xerc fow? j! Vrytcksllile ard Xolth 1,Ia.1e6. !n inJomt 1n

cdEY vould te set loose in the
le@ined cah od aoted BttElly thd 1t xas safe to descend, but 1f
it lecde *s11ess and xlev
ot thele be1n8 eEs in sone lat ol th€ nine.

tne nnonda va1ley; rfi€n lravnia a bath,
@11 lat of lri6 tack waghed for fed ot vealr€lilg it if h€ vae\ed tt
coelleioly.lstldg€lla
tne ty noxe th ore t1'€1sbllm.

EaYrig glver a €eeE1 vi€
Ure Eia€!6, the fiEl section ol thts ditdle vi11 te

r]).tch varJ tuob a*a io e
?ecllid to lritain. fh€y xeld gsaalally beusw€d to liye ir ure
netaltiJe]us Dines, ons of hocr.erE i! coal-
nine6. AB edly as 1656 1n "fne Celtalnty ot the ri.rrds of, S!trits,',
a lette tv JoLn le{is ol Clascry. the knockels v6re lom ot in I€ad
ain sl1vE! dnes.
hrsh; fl!@ely 6een' iut heard - soeb to wolk tn tbe mines".

ln 1?54 th€ edin6nt rrelsh schola tevis llonis Mote: rnelore
the discoveav ot A6set y Mr''n !ise, these tlttle leolle (as re call
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the! he!o) rolkod bad there dan' atd nlsht. ard tbere de abdduce of
honest Eobe! !60!16 yno hawe he&it tneE .., but afto! the d16c@erf, ot
th€ sre4t o!e, tb6y raft h€ard !d tureo. Ee goes or to say that aItlh-tn l1r.$ they {o!k.d eo ftesh thexe lor a coside€ble ti@ that
tley ftfuht€n€d sone yonns rolhen out of th6 rcrtrtt. rovewer, the
hocke!. {o!e SsEally corsid*d }EdI€sE, ald ltonls cdtlnu€s 6f
hocken 1e€dtla !tnd3 to dch ore: rlet xho vi1l lawh, ve hare
UrE Sreatest rea6o! to lejolce ad thak th6 Laockers, o! lathe! C.d,
vbo E6aa uE tlese mtices.i

In Coffilt, t.IrE !e re}} l6om t,t t!y-
1tL€ claatresr'. It !@s been Bu€g€st€d tbat the Cohtsn dnils tem
hockllagi, gtv€! to lead ore vit}l Blc 4E out floE v€tnB, Ey ]1awe

8lm coeectim rtUr the ldockes, thowh it se€DE €ob€vhat ulttely.
Ihe doEds rzde by tbes6 ryst€rioud 1itt1e !eo!1e xele ofts attlibuted
to dtlll1nA Mter, !u!i::a €h€tres dd lrn€xs in other ro&inss, fo!
al+,!o!sh . s!@t rut6! of dn€rs beuev€d tn the E*Istgnce of tn6
block€ft, trele Es s equlk sreat rorer or ainels dd !.Eso!6nt
vno dlsots66d tnen 4 rEely cha€ct6$ o

tl1e boll€I EE ?e, dou:n ho.kers vere k1oh
04 i! lns oI 

^orr,' 
E3EL Er€bld (Ngrcadrl€ ald r*stoe)r vh-+ ev

rcre laDm aE th€ i6@ii or ifair-T ot tle !ln€,,. ht th€ae aplea
to be no definite ollrtobdj ta these !dts, u!o! vhethe! Ure kdoclels
lod Dln€!6 to dc]t weirs, blought b6d luck o! good ruck, ox hon€ht
disaster. lhe No?th Yorksrrixe iro!-store eln€!€ be116v€d U.at a ninex
vho r}).tdtled nndelssuld vdld rE t.wolved in son€ accidetrt, the cauEo
of r!1oh r.!id be attributed to the ]dock6!s,

W tha!*d Dct so to al1 those !6o!1e ln lubltc houses in south
rlales, vho hell)eit lm€nE61y tn lIwidins info@tio! dd Eouc€s of
lnj@t1on. Tha*s also to @loug !€opl€ eonii tn
p.4@ted tbts dtlcl€ fxor tecodls ole proly ba6od ulor folrloxe in

rkpectB ol Miriq lolklole ,in ]lla1es.
Eo1e, C,, 1940, '&:Alisn lolk rorer, trodon,
rlddE, rir., -o53, rDplbysllrc lead i{rb.!hs fluoah Ure cabfje€'. Iruo.
Ldbprr, J,{., 1954, i.or alt!, loadoE (r!d €dr!1onl
Vatso!, J.Y., 194r, '! Con!.adru of lTiti€h ](ini!sr, !o!ilon.
velsh I'ol* Ituseb, rale nmberd 2104, 2999, ,004.

R6c61v.d 4th r&uary 1971
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